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CONFIDENTIAL KHARTOUM 0096 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PINT, US, SU, ET 

SUBJECT: RELEASE KAGNEW 2 

REF: STATE 005416 

1 . STRESSING IT WAS PRELIMINARY AND IMMEDIATE 

REACTION, I CONVEYED TO FONMIN AHMED THIS MORNING DEPARTMENT'S 
DEEP APPRECIATION FOR SUDANESE HELP AND HOPE THAT GOS 
EFFORTS WOULD BE EQUALLY SUCCESSFUL IN RELEASE REMAINING THREE 
HOSTAGES. FONMIM WAS OBVIOUSLY PLEASED AND SAID HE WOULD 
IMMEDIATELY PASS ON THIS PRELIMINARY WORD TO VP BAGHIR (WHO 
IS NOW ACTING PRESIDENT AS NIMEIRI LEFTFOR LONDON ABOUT 0900). 

1 TOLD AHMED THAT AS RESULT INFO TO AMERICAN PRESS FROM 
FAMILIES OF TWO MEN, DEPT HAD MADE BRIEF STATEMENT JAN. 9. 
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TO MINIMUM. AHMED EXPRESSED AGREEMENT BUT THEN RAISED 
IN LOW KEY A STATEMENT HE HAD HEARD OVER BBC (EVIDENTLY DE- 
RIVED FROM SPOKESMAN'S EXCHANGES WITH NEWSMEN-STATE 
005951) TO EFFECT THAT WE HAD MADE CLEAR NO RANSOM WAS PAID 
NOR DID WE MAKE CONCESSIONS OF ANY KIND TO KIDNAPPERS. HE 
SAID HE REALIZED SPECIAL PROBLEMS WE HAD IN DEALING WITH 
AMERICAN PRESS BUT FELT THAT THIS REMARK WOULD NOT MAKE 
SUDANESE TASK ANY EASIER IN ASSURING RELEASE REMAINING 
MEN. I EXPLAINED CIRCUMSTANCES DEPARTMENT'S NOON BRIEFINGS AND 
SAID THAT SPOKESMAN WAS IN FACT SIMPLY REITERATING IN DIFFERENT 
WORDS STANDARD USG POLICY IN CASES OF THIS KIND. AHMED DID 
NOT PURSUE POINT. 

2. COMMENT: VIEW OBVIOUS SUDANESE SENSITIVITY THIS MATTER AND 
CONTINUING IMPORTANCE OF THEIR CONTACTS WITH ERITREANS FOR 
RELEASE REMAINING HOSTAGES RECOMMEND THAT DEPT IN FUTURE 
CONFINE PUBLIC STATEMENTS AS TO PUTATIVE CONCESSIONS SIMPLY 
TO REAFFIRMING RELEASE WAS IN ACCORD OUR GENERAL POLICY ON 
SUCH MATTERS. FULLY RECOGNIZE AMERICAN JOURNALISTS MAY PRESS 
US ON THIS POINT BUT. TO EXTENT WE CAN AVOID SPECIFIC 
STATEMENTS WHICH ELF LIKELY FIND SERIOUSLY EMBARRASSING, WE 
WILL IMPROVE CHANCES FOR FURTHER ASSISTANCE. 

BREWER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN RELATIONS, PRISONERS RELEASE, HOSTAGES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 10 JAN 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: vogelfj 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976KHART000096 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760009-1182 
From: KHARTOUM 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 97601 69/aaaaciyy.tel 

Line Count: 84 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION SCOT 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 STATE 5416 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: vogelfj 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 1 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <1 1 MAY 2004 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <23 AUG 2004 by vogelfj> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
Subject: RELEASE KAGNEW2 

TAGS: PFOR, PINT, US, SU, ET, ELF, (STRICKLAND), (BOWDOWICZ) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



